
AGENDA 
REGULAR MEETING 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
TUESDAY, May 18, 2021 

7:30 A.M. 
 

VIRTUAL MEETING 
This meeting can be viewed live at 

youtube.com/c/CheshireChannel14 or on Channel 14 
 

Public comments can be made via email at Comments@cheshirect.org, 
and by voice message prior to the meeting at 203 271-6638. 

 
 
 
I. Call to Order 
 
II. Roll Call 
 
III. Determination of Quorum 
 
IV. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
V. Approval of Minutes – Regular Meeting – April 20, 2021 
 
VI.      Communications 
  
VII.     Business 
 

a) Discussion with Bone In Prime 
b) Speakers for Future Meetings 
c) FY 22 Budget and Administrative Changes 
d) Liaison Reports 
e) Coordinator’s Report 

  
VIII.     Adjournment  
 

http://www.youtube.com/c/CheshireChannel14
mailto:Comments@cheshirect.org
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             REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

CHESHIRE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
Tuesday, April 20, 2021 

7:30 A.M. 
 

VIA VIDEO TELECONFERENCE (ZOOM) 
(PER EXECUTIVE ORDER OF THE GOVERNOR OF CONNECTICUT) 

 
 
  
 
Commissioners Present:  
William Stanley, Derek Gromko, Don Dobbs, David Pelletier, Jami Ferguson, Dan 
O’Connell 
. 
Absent: Peter Nichols 
 
Staff Present:  
Jerry Sitko, Economic Development Coordinator, Arnett Talbot, Assistant Town 
Manager. 
 
Guests:  Yetta Augur and Mark Thomas, Cheshire Chamber of Commerce, and Dave 
Borowy, Town Council Liaison. 
                                                                        

VII. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mr. Stanley called the meeting to order at 7:30 AM. 

 
II. ROLL CALL 
 

The roll was called. 
 
III. DETERMINATION OF QUORUM 
 
 A quorum was determined. 
 
 
IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
 The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
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V. Election of Officers 
 

Mr. Pelletier made a motion to keep the current slate of officers:  Mr. Stanley, 
Chairman, Mr. Gromko, Vice-Chairman, and Mr. Dobbs, Secretary. Mr. Gromko 
seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 
 

 
Vl. Approval of Minutes – Regular Meeting - March 16, 2021 
          

Mr. Pelletier made a motion to accept minutes for regular meeting – 
March 16, 2021.  Mr. Gromko seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 
 

 
VIl. Communications 
 

a) Minutes of the TIF Management Committee Meeting – March 31, 2021 
 
Mr. Sitko included a copy of the March 31, 2021 TIF Management Committee 
Meeting minutes with today’s packet. We may see an application for a CEA soon. 

 
 
VIIl.     Business 

 
a) Discussion with Bone In Prime did not take place. 

 
b) Speakers for Future Meetings 

 
There was a discussion to invite Chuck Neth of the School Modernization Committee 
to the next meeting. 

 
Please contact Mr. Sitko with suggestions for future guest speakers. 

 
c) Open for Business Activities 

 
Mr. Sitko is looking for new ideas to keep the momentum going for business 
activities.  It will be a while before business comes back to normal.  Ms. Augur 
suggested putting the “Eat Local” signs back up to advertise local eateries.  The flier 
that was sent to 10,000 households was well received.  She is also researching 
“cash mob” activity where a business is spotlighted each week and where 20 
customers spend $20.00. This creates  
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a marketing outlet and an influx of cash. Mr. Sitko suggested that perhaps Bozzuto’s 
could make a video about the importance of continuing to shop and eat local. 

 
 

d) Liaison Reports 
 

 David Borowy said that the budget completion date has been extended to May 28 
and that the town is looking to reduce the mill rate through the reduction of 
proposed expenditures. 

 
Mark Thomas said that 12 recommended bills to the State Legislature are being 
opposed by the CBIA and the Cheshire chamber. 

 
e) Coordinator’s Report 

 
• Tax Increment Financing (TIF) – An application for a CEA may be in process. 

 
• State Land in the Interchange Zone - Progress is being made.  Waiting on deed 

and map from the state. The matter is now in the attorney general’s office. 
 
• S&P and Fitch Ratings and recent bond sale – Good news. The town will save 

an estimated $820,000. 
 

• Ball & Socket Arts - Second remediation grant for $1,950,000 has been 
submitted to DECD. 

 
• Counter Weight Brewing – Site has been cleared and construction is to begin 

soon.  Target date for opening is November 2021. 
 

• Cheshire Craft Brewing - Waiting for state license so that it can open later this 
month. 

 
• Mr. Sitko is working with Malpractice Brewing Company. Looking at multiple 

locations. 
 

• 240,000 SF addition proposed for 181 West Johnson Avenue. 130,000 SF to be 
leased by a medical supply company. 

 
• Lease of 11,000 SF by 119 Element Manufacturing at 609 West Johnson 

Avenue.   Company produces  specialty  paint  products for cars. 
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• Zone text change to permit warehouse/distribution in the Interchange Zone – A 
draft is being discussed by the P&ZC. 

 
•   Cheshire Chamber of Commerce was commended for its virtual annual 
meeting. 

 
•   Starbucks - Target date to open is November 2021. 

 
 
IX. Adjournment  

 
Mr. Stanley adjourned the meeting at 8:15 AM. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted:  
 
 
Dawn Guite, Recording Secretary, EDC 
 







 

 

 

To: Economic Development Commission 
From: Jerry Sitko 
Subject: Bone In Prime 
Date: May 11, 2021 
 
 
Enzo Beskovic is planning to attend the EDC’s meeting on May 18, 2021. Mr. Beskovic is co-owner of 
Bone In Prime, a new restaurant that will open at 1410 Highland Avenue, the former location of 
Cugino’s.  Bone In Prime will be located in a 7,580 SF building on 4.19 acres. Mr. Beskovic, who operates 
the Red Fox Restaurant in Middletown, expects that Bone In Prime will be open this month.  
 
If you have suggestions for speakers for next month’s meeting, please let me know them on Tuesday or 
within the next two weeks.  
 
Thank you.  



 

 

 

To: Economic Development Commission 
From: Jerry Sitko 
Subject: FY’22 Budget and Administrative Changes 
Date: May 12, 2021 
 
 
The Town Manager has proposed several organizational changes in the FY’ 22 operating budget. One of 
these modifications will affect the location and responsibilities, which are reflected in the attached job 
description, of the Economic Development Coordinator. I will provide you with details about the 
Administrative changes this Tuesday.  
 
Thank you.  
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